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complete internal independence was guaranteed, and
nothing but a fixed money tribute was to be exacted
in  future  by the  Porte.    But  the  most   important
point of all was reserved to the last.    The Sultan
undertook to ratify all the administrative regulations,
which had been drawn up during the Russian occu-
pation.     Under another  article, the   Russians  were
entitled to keep a garrison in the principalities until
the full payment of the war indemnity by the Turkish
Government     Thus the occupation was prolonged
till 1834, and lasted, in all, some six years.    All the
time the utmost efforts were made to establish the
influence of the Czar upon a permanent basis.    A
constitution  was  devised   which  is  known   as   the
regie went  organiquc,   with   the   express   object   of
strengthening  the power of Russia.     The Russian
Minister Nesselrode  wrote complacently that uthc
conquest of Wallachia and Moldavia was superfluous,
for Russia was already their master, without having
to  keep  a  permanent   force   of  soldiers   in   those
countries."    For the phantom of Turkish suzerainty,
the Roumanians had received in exchange the stern
reality  of a  Russian  protectorate.     The  rcglemctit
organique, the work of the Muscovite administrators,
Pahlen and Kisselef, who managed the affairs of the
principalities  during the   Russian   occupation,   was
based   upon   extreme   oligarchical   principles.       It
separated the nation into two sharply divided classes,
the nobles and the people ; and, while it conceded
the greatest latitude to the former, it treated  the
latter like pariahs.    The power of making the laws,
the election of the prince, all  political  offices,   all